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While body armor provides an indis-
pensable defense, its weight and
placement on the body exposes the
wearer to neck, shoulder and back dis-
comfort. The problem is not just the
armor, but also the heavy equipment
that soldiers routinely wear for hours
and days at a time that can weigh more
than 60 lbs - including rifles, ammuni-
tion, grenades, radios, medical kits,
backpacks, water, and other supplies.
A new generation of body armor sys-
tems is being developed. A body map-
ping pressure system by Sensor Prod-
ucts Inc., called Tactilus is developing
new vests and carriage systems that
optimally distribute the load that sol-
diers carry.

When a soldier complains that they
feel pressure in a certain area, the
pressure points change on the com-
puter screen and pinpoint where the
vest and armor need to be redesigned
to improve the pressure distribution.
Besides increasing comfort, the team
says the new body armor will signifi-
cantly increase the soldier’s flexibility
and maneuverability, which has enor-
mous strategic advantages in the field.

Previously Sensor Product’s systems
had supported square or rectangular
designs, such as mattresses for ergo-
nomic testing. While they were opti-
mistic, there were questions about
whether the sensors’ electronic lines
could be cut and reconfigured to the
vest. Three separate sensor pads
needed to be used for the chest, back
and waist, and clear color-coded body
images and precise statistics had to
be produced without signal interfer-
ence.

Sensor Products split up the sensing
points; rows of sensors were distrib-
uted into two connecting L patterns,
with one L inverted to face the other to

provide coverage for the neck, shoul-
ders and trunk. A third sensor pad was
configured to wrap around the soldier’s
waist. The software was broken up into
multiple pieces for full system function-
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ality. The sensors were then melded
into the vest to serve as a guide for
future prototypes

Ever  Wondered  What  Happened  to

Those  Guys  you  did  Your  Military  Training  With?

That  sergeant  who  used   to  work  you  over?

There are thousands of Cape Town Highlanders in South Africa that 
we would like to include in our Tourri circulation. Our intention is to 
start a new “ex-members” section at the back of our publication.

You can help by sending us the names and the addresses of ALL the guys
you can remember.  Don’t worry about duplications as our computer
will do the sorting.

Please jot down the names and transmit to:
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